
 
 
 
 
 
 
Market Sub Committee      

 
Date:    27 February 2020 
 
Title:   Market trader representation  
 
Purpose of the Report: To establish a framework for trader 

representation.  
 
Contact Officer: Vivien Cannon, Head of Cultural and 

Economic Services  
  

Corporate Objective/s Aim: 2 - To continue to support a vibrant town through partnership 
working and initiatives including management of the street market, 
support for local businesses, town and community promotions and 
town centre enhancements.  

Implications:   

Financial   

Human Resources   

Operational/Service delivery √ To provide a clear structure for trader representation at 
Committee meetings and facilitate trader liaison. 

Procedural/Legal   

Risk/Health and Safety   
 

1. RECOMMENDATION 
 

 Should members be minded, the proposal is to; 
 

1.2 To endorse Leighton Buzzard Market traders have Liaison Officers formally 
recognised and affiliated to the National Market Trader Federation to 
facilitate trader representation at committee meetings.  

 

2. BACKGROUND  
 

2.1 At its meeting on 21/11/19, Committee received a report (Ref: 22/MK) on market 
trader representation. Committee noted the report and that Market Trader 
Representation would be brought back to the January meeting.   

 
2.2 The 2019/20 market annual work plan has a target activity: no.9, to review the 

‘engagement with traders / format for Committee trader representation’. 
 

2.3 Committee has expressed its wish to maintain trader representation, with non-
voting rights around the table.  

 
3. TRADER REPRESENTATION AT COMMITTEE 

 
3.1 Officers recommend that Committee confirms the requirement for Leighton 

Buzzard Market traders to secure affiliation to the National Market Trader 
Federation (NMTF) to support their representation at Committee meetings 



 
  

through affiliation to the National Market Traders Federation.  
 

3.2 A representative does not have to be a member of the current trader group 
though it would be preferable if s/he was. It would also be considered a good 
spread of representation if both Tuesday and Saturday market traders were 
engaged. Whilst some traders attend both markets, not all do, and the differing 
perspectives would add value to engagement with traders. Thus, the aim would 
be to secure 2 NMTF affiliated traders.  

 
3.3 The NMTF sets out how it will work with locality-based trader representation 

groups in its document, ‘Group Guidelines’, attached at Appendix A. 
 

3.4 On Tuesday 28 February, the NMTF Field Officer attended the market and spoke 
to some traders. The field officer is supportive of the Council’s approach and 
feels there would be buy-in from traders. NMTF is willing to work with traders and 
the Council towards this aim:   

 
 “We would recommend that with such a volume of traders that a NMTF Group 
 is formed in order to provide a clear communication path that can represent 
 the market at committee meetings and speak on behalf of the traders as a 
 collective voice.   We aim to streamline the red tape to a minimum and can 
 mediate where necessary.     
 
 As you will have seen the objectives from our NMTF Group guidelines we 
 require a NMTF member to undertake the role of a Liaison Officer [LO].  I feel 
 it would be beneficial to have LO representation for both Tuesday and 
 Saturday markets due to the change in traders on these days.  The LO will be 
 able to speak for the market as ‘one voice’ on matters relating to the market 
 as a whole, however we will not be able to represent any trader on any 
 individual issues unless they are a member of the NMTF.  LO’s also have the 
 advantage of tapping into the NMTF for advice and guidance which should 
 enable filtration on any common queries.   
 
 We will require the names and signatures of the traders who wish to be 
 included in the NMTF Group and represented according to the NMTF Group 
 guidelines.  It may be necessary for me to return to explain how a NMTF 
 benefits the traders and how we wish to work competently and in unison with 
 yourselves.”  

(NMTF Field Worker 04/02/20) 
 

4.  CONCLUSION 
 
4.1 To ensure trader representation is constructively undertaken, notwithstanding 

occasions when representation disagrees with Committee, officers recommend 
to Committee that is sets out its requirements for trader representation.  That 
being, Leighton Buzzard Market traders to have Liaison Officers formally 
recognised and affiliated to the National Market Trader Federation.  

 
END 


